
here are many components  
of my job that I really enjoy.  
Scheduling military ceremonies  

for airmen, coordinating wreath-laying 
events for school groups or families that 
want to honor a loved one, and putting 
together our Friday evening concerts 
by the US Air Force Band are 
all really high on my list. 

However, the one that gives 
me the greatest joy is welcoming 
a busload of veterans from the 
Honor Flight Network program 
to the Air Force Memorial.  

Typically, each veteran has a 
lanyard around his or her neck, 
distinguishing which military 
branch he or she served in. 
I greet each of the veterans 
warmly regardless of service 
branch, but I love seeking out Air Corps 
or Air Force veterans. I go up to them, 
introduce myself, shake hands,  and 
welcome them to the memorial. 

On more than one occasion, this has 
brought some of our visiting airmen to 
tears. They are overwhelmed to realize 
that this beautiful Air Force Memorial 
was constructed for them.

The Honor Flight Network, known 
initially as just Honor Flight, has  
brought veterans to our nation’s capital 
since May 2005.  On its inaugural tour, 
six small airplanes brought 12 World  

War II veterans from Springfield, Ohio,  
to visit the World War II Memorial  
in Washington, D.C., according to  
the narrative at the organization’s web-
site, www.honorf light.org. In August 
2005, the tours started using com-
mercial airlines to accomodate as many 
veterans as possible as the waiting list  
for tours burgeoned. 

Earl Morse, a physician’s assis-
tant and retired Air Force captain,  
conceived of Honor Flight to honor the 
veterans he had taken care of over the 
course of three decades. 

After retiring from the Air Force in  
1998, Morse joined the staff of a small  
Veterans Affairs clinic in Springfield. 
In May 2004, the World War II Me-
morial was f inally completed and 
dedicated in Washington, D.C., and 
quickly became the topic of  discus-
sion among his World War II veteran 
patients. Many thought they would 
never get the opportunity to see all 
the great monuments and memorials in 
the Washington area that represented 
their service and sacrifice, but the  
Honor Flight program changed that. 

By the end of its first year, Honor 
Flight had transported 137 World War 
II veterans to their memorial, according 
to the organization.

The mission and ideals of the  
program began to spread. People in 
other cities and states became aware 
of the tours, and working relationships 
with community leaders in several states 
formed. Jeff Miller, with his HonorAir 
initiative in Hendersonville, N.C., led 
the expansion into areas not served by 
direct commercial f lights to Washing-
ton, D.C. He succeeded in organizing 
and obtaining funding to f ly an entire 

commercial jet filled with local 
area veterans to the nation’s capital. 

In February 2006, Morse and 
Miller combined efforts and  
co-founded the  Honor Flight 
Network. 

Today, Honor Flight Network 
also pays tribute to those who 
served in Korea, Vietnam, and 
more recent wars. 

In 2013, more than 100 Honor 
Flights from across the country  
brought veterans to the Air Force 

Memorial. In addition to viewing the 
memorial itself, many of those visitors 
take advantage of our small gift shop 
and our outdoor picnic areas and enjoy 
our breathtaking view of many of D.C.’s 
monuments.

Several Honor Flight visits occurred 
during the government shutdown last 
year. While most monuments were 
closed, the Air Force Memorial stayed 
open, due to its nonprofit foundation 
status and the generous contributions 
of thousands of Air Force Memorial 
supporters. 
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I have spent a great deal of time 
talking with many of the HFN veterans 
who served in the Air Corps or the Air 
Force. I ask them about where they now 
live, what they did in the military, and 
what the majestic Air Force Memorial 
means to them. Here are a few comments 
from this year’s visitors:

“I am just awestruck by it, really. 
… It’s such a beautiful thing and very 
impressive,” said Charlie Duncanson, a 
Tennessee veteran of the Air Corps, who 
worked as a firing systems technician 
and instructor on B-29s. “It certainly 
sends the message of the Air Force, in 
that it goes to the sky and projects way 
beyond the tips of the three spires. I 
think it is just absolutely beautiful,”  
he said.

Peter Orr, a Korean War pilot who 
f lew 100 combat missions in the F-84, 
came from Columbia, Mo., with the 

Central Missouri Honor Flight. “This 
is just fantastic. It is unreal. You are 
way up on the hill. That is where the 
Air Force Memorial belongs. This place 
is ideal. I love it!” he said.

Retired MSgt. Eric Farr, also from 
the Central Missouri Honor Flight, 
served in the Air Force from 1976 
to 2002 and was a f irst sergeant 
during Operation Desert Storm and 
Operation Southern Watch. “When 
I first saw [the memorial], my first 
impressions of it were that it was open 
and inviting and very appealing. I mean, 
there’s just a clean look to the memorial. 
It really epitomizes what we do. That 
missing man formation says it all to 
me,” said Farr.

Pete Mitchell, from the Northern 
Colorado Honor Flight, served in the 
Korean War and traveled to Wash-
ington, D.C., with his son, Tom, 
also a former airman, and his grand-
daughter Courtney, who attended the 
Air Force Academy. I gave the elder 
Mitchell a hard time for having the 
same name as actor Tom Cruise’s 
character in the movie “Top Gun.” 
Mitchell said it was his first visit to 
the memorial. “I love it, I love it,” he 
said. “I liked the World War II Memo-
rial, but I am very partial to the Air 
Force Memorial. My son was in the 
Air Force; my granddaughter was in 
the Air Force. That is three generations 
of Air Force service.”

Barbara S. Taylor is the managing director 
of the Air Force Memorial.  

If you know of someone who served in the 
US military (especially during World War II, 
the Korean War, or Vietnam War) who has 
not taken part in an Honor Flight excursion 
to Washington, D.C., I encourage you to visit 
www.honorfl ight.org for more information. 

Pete Mitchell (center), son Tom 
(right), and granddaughter Courtney

Charlie Duncanson

Peter Orr

I have spent a great deal of time Central Missouri Honor Flight. “This 

If you know of someone who served in the 
US military (especially during World War II, 
the Korean War, or Vietnam War) who has 
not taken part in an Honor Flight excursion 
to Washington, D.C., I encourage you to visit 
www.honorfl ight.org for more information. 

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
Air Force Memorial Spotlight on: HONOR FL IGHT NETWORK

Retired MSgt. Eric Farr

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
B

ar
ba

ra
 T

ay
lo

r

Wingman Magazine︱ September 2014 31


